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all conjecture, against the united interest of those two great
bodies, the Bank and East India Company, was another
convincing argument. Besides, the Whigs themselves have
always confessed, that the bulk of landed men in England
was generally of Tories. So that this change must be allowed
to be according to the natural genius and disposition of the
people, whether it were just and reasonable in itself or not.

Notwithstanding all which, you shall frequently hear the
partisans of the late men in power, gravely and decisively
pronounce, that the present ministry cannot possibly stand.1
Now, they who affirm this, if they believe themselves, must
ground their opinion, upon the iniquity of the last being so
far established, and deeply rooted, that no endeavours of
honest men, will be able to restore things to their former
state. Or else these reasoners have been so misled by
twenty years' mismanagement, that they have forgot our
constitution, and talk as if our monarchy and revolution
began together. But the body of the people is wiser, and
by the choice they have made, shew they do understand our
constitution, and would bring it back to the old form; which
if the new ministers take care to maintain, they will and
ought to stand, otherwise they may fall like their prede-
cessors. But I think we may easily foresee what a Parlia-
ment freely chosen, without threatening or corruption, is
likely to do, when no man shall be in any danger to lose
his place by the freedom of his voice.

But, who are those advancers of this opinion, that the
present ministry cannot hold ? It must be either such as
are afraid to be called to an account, in case it should hold;
or those who keep offices, from which others, better qualified,
were removed; and may reasonably apprehend to be turned
out, for worthier men to come in their places, since perhaps
it will be necessary to make some changes, that the public
business of the nation may go on: or lastly, stock-jobbers,
who industriously spread such reports that actions may fall,
and their friends buy to advantage.

Yet these hopes, thus freely expressed, as they are more
sincere, so they are more supportable, than when they ap-
pear under the disguise and pretence of fears. Some of

1 Harley's ministry continued in power until July, 1714.   [T. S.]